
 

Assembly Testimony in Cuba 
The following is a brief history of the start of 
the work of Lord in Cuba together with the 
current status of the assembly testimony in 
this country. 

Last October and November, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit some of the assemblies in West-
ern Cuba once again. It had been four and a 
half years since the home call of my dear wife 
Jean, while on a visit there in March 2015. Ac-
companied by my grandson Austin, we attend-
ed a conference in Pinar del Rio, where about 
150 believers from five assemblies had gath-
ered. It was wonderful to witness how the Lord 
has maintained the assembly testimony in 
Cuba since all the missionaries left following 
the Revolution in Cuba, during the period from 
1959 to 1961.


History 
While visiting the country in the 1940s, a broth-
er from Houston, Texas, Henry Dedman, saw 
the need for assembly buildings and provided 
funds for building excellent halls in Vedado, Vi-
bora, and Pinar del Rio. Those Gospel Halls 
have been in use ever since and, although 
needing repairs at times, are well taken care of 
today. In the 1950s, Brother Dedman also sent 
a utility van equipped with two cots, which was 
used by various missionaries who traveled the 
country from end to end, giving out literature 
and New Testaments.


Sala Evangelica Pinar del Rio, Cuba 

The first missionary couple from the assemblies 
to arrive in Cuba were Thomas and Jean Smith, 
who had initially been commended to the work 
in Malaga, Spain, in 1920. Due to the Spanish 
Civil War, they were forced to leave Spain in 
1936. Then, they went on to serve the Lord in 
the Congo but were forced to leave there in 
1938. On their way to Canada, they had passed 
through Cuba, and the Lord exercised them to 
return to Cuba later that year. They settled in 
Havana, where they began the dedicated work 
of tract distribution in the port and other areas 
of the city. A family who worked at the seaport 
offered their home for meetings, and thus the 
work began. After serving the Lord faithfully for 
many years and seeing the Lord work in salva-
tion, they were able to get established, but, 
once again, they were forced to move and this 
time to settle in Canada.
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In 1940, George and Betty Walker, who had 
been corresponding with brother Smith were 
commended from assemblies in the Chicago 
area of the USA. They were exercised about 
going on to Chile, but, while visiting with the 
Smiths, decided to settle in Cuba. They started 
their work in a small town called La Salud, 
about twenty-five miles south of Havana. Betty, 
who was a nurse, helped a local doctor in his 
practice as well as with his English studies. An 
assembly was established in La Salud, which 
carries on faithfully to this day. He also used 
tracts extensively, as well as a radio program 
called ‘Gospel Bells,’ receiving help from 
brother Smith with that radio work. After leav-
ing Cuba, the Walkers moved to Miami and 
started work among the many Cubans who had 
settled there.


In 1941, Arnold and Kathleen Adams were 
commended from Toronto, Canada, and started 
a work in Guira de Melena, a town about fifteen 
miles from La Salud. There was a hall, and a 
small assembly started there, but, unfortunate-
ly, it is no longer functioning. Soon after, they 
moved to Pinar del Rio, a city about 100 miles 
west of Havana, and, after some years, they 
moved to the east end of the country to help in 
the mountains where the Castro revolution 
started. This was in response to a Cuban 
brother, Ovilio Diaz, who had gone there in an-
swer to an inquiry. He returned with a report of 
the need there, and the Adams happily went 
and built a home there. It was a four-hour mule 
ride to get there, and, shortly after that, a large 
assembly was established. Later, they moved 
to the foothills and formed an assembly in the 
city of Bayamo. The assembly still meets there 
in a home and have had a  conference in recent 
years. The Adams returned to Canada and con-
tinued in the Lord’s work until their home call.


In 1938, Robert and Effie Leighton were com-
mended to the work of the Lord in the Ba-
hamas from the assemblies in Scotland. They 
laboured there until 1942 when they moved on 
to Cuba for several years. They laboured in Ha-
vana and then moved on to San Antonio de Los 
Baños. The work in that town was very difficult, 
and although they saw a few souls saved, an 
assembly formed and the work carried on faith-

fully for many years, sadly, it has now closed. 
Latterly, a faithful brother carried the work, but 
it terminated when he went home to glory. After 
leaving Cuba, the Leightons moved to Puerto 
Rico, and working with the assemblies there. 


The next set of missionaries commended from 
Toronto were David and Agnes Adams, and 
they joined Arnold and Kathleen in Pinar del 
Rio. Later that year, Patricia Ritchie also joined 
the work. The men focused on outreach with 
several young men who had been saved. The 
ladies started children's work in a couple of 
homes in the city.


Henry Dedman also funded a printing press 
which was located on the property of the 
Adams’. David learned about printing, and 
eventually, a printing work was commenced 
there with work performed by a Cuban brother, 
Pedro Flores. He is still a member of the as-
sembly in Pinar del Rio at age 90.




Pedro Flores. Age 90 second from right, with 
Ivan, and Felipe, elders in Pinar del Rio. 

In 1951, when brother Doherty arrived, he as-
sumed responsibility for the printing operation, 
which required considerable time to be devoted 
to it, particularly in answering correspondence. 
By the mid-50s, close to 200,000 tracts were 
being printed and mailed out to Latin America 
every month. Following the revolution, when 
David and Agnes returned to Canada, David 
established a print shop to carry on the work 
which he had done in Cuba. He also devoted 
much of his time ministering among the as-
semblies in both Canada and the USA.
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Another couple, Vernon and Ilda Markle were 
commended from Toronto in 1948 and worked 
in the Vibora area of Havana, while the Smiths 
worked in another area of Havana called Veda-
do. These two assemblies are still going on well 
in those two areas today.


In 1953 the Markles moved to Holguin in the 
eastern part of the country where a small as-
sembly was established, but sadly it did not 
survive the opposition of the local authorities. 
They returned to Canada for a time and then 
went to serve the Lord in El Salvador. After 
some years there, they returned to Canada for 
reasons of health and continued active as long 
as they were able.


As mentioned earlier, in 1951, Edward Doherty 
was commended to the work from Northern 
Ireland, and, after a short stay with the Walkers 
in La Salud, moved to work in Pinar del Rio. 
1953 saw the first wedding in the Gospel Hall in 
that city when Edward and Patricia were mar-
ried. The Dohertys went to Canada after the 
Revolution and continued in the Lord's work 
there.


Edward and Henrietta Wickert were commend-
ed from the USA in 1952 and worked with the 
Vibora assembly. They had already been in 
Cuba a few years working with another mission 
organization but were impressed with the way 
of gathering and had returned to the USA seek-
ing fellowship with a local assembly. Subse-
quently, they were commended from that as-
sembly back to Cuba. After the Revolution, 
they also returned to the USA and continued in 
the Lord's work until their home call.


In the year 1953, Kathleen Hamilton was com-
mended from the USA, working with Emmaus 
courses among the young people in La Salud 
and neighbouring villages. She devoted much 
of her time to five young men, four of which 
have gone on faithfully till now. She returned to 
the USA, where sadly, she was killed in an au-
tomobile accident shortly after.


Douglas and Kathleen Reid were commended 
from Vancouver, Canada, in 1956, working with 
the other missionaries in the Pinar del Rio area. 

After their departure, they returned to Canada 
for a time and then went to serve the Lord in 
Costa Rica. Douglas was called home from 
there recently, and Kathleen still resides there at 
present. She and Agnes Adams are the only 
missionaries still living who were commended 
by the assemblies in Canada.


Current Status 
For the most part, the assemblies mentioned 
continue well to this day, with some being very 
zealous in outreach and holding to the truth of 
scripture. A delightful new generation of young 
people are active in these assemblies.


Some of the young people at the conference in 
Pinar del Rio, Cuba 

Since 1960 following the revolution, the believ-
ers in Cuba felt alone, isolated, and even 
somewhat abandoned since there were difficul-
ties in traveling to Cuba and restrictions within 
the country. However, in recent years they have 
had visits from brethren in North America as 
well as the Dominican Republic, Honduras, Ve-
nezuela, Columbia, and Argentina, which they 
appreciate very much and are encouraged.
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Zambia At A Glance 

Chitokoloki is a “Mission Station” where 
there exists a large, active busy Mission and 
Hospital that serves not only the people living in 
the immediate catchment area but also many 
others who travel from all areas of Zambia and 
even at times neighbouring countries, for med-
ical assistance. 

                     

 

The Missions’ goal is to share the Gospel and 
demonstrate the Love of God to all who come, 
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whether it be for spiritual, emotional, or physi-
cal needs. Also that we may be a help and en-
couragement to the local Churches and indi-
vidual Christians and further that all that we do 
may be to the honour and glory of the Lord’s 
Name.


Loloma Mission Hospital.  They have great 
care for the people who live in the area, which 
amounts to about 55,000 people, but their ser-
vices also benefit people from other districts, 
provinces, and even neighbouring countries. 
The medical work started in 1956 and since 
then has grown to be a well-equipped hospital 
(by African standards) with 120 beds for inpa-
tients. There is also a large outpatient depart-
ment, and various programs in primary health 
care. 





Loloma Mission Hospital 
Patients and their relatives receiving some 
teaching before going home. 

Chavuma Mission Hospital This is a small 
hospital (probably 50 in-patient beds) that ser-
vices a wide area of this part of Zambia. Two 
young Japanese nurses who felt that God has 
called them to this part of Africa and now work 
full-time at Chavuma run the hospital. The hos-
pital is very clean, efficiently run, and has male, 
female, and paediatric wards, active maternity 
service, and one very well equipped operating 
theatre. Dr. David makes the trip once a week 
to Chavuma to see patients and do surgery. 
During the week, if they have an emergency at 

Chavuma, they quickly transport the patient to 
Chitokoloki.


Dipalata Mission Hospital. Flying Mission 
Zambia is excited to be a part of   Dipalata's 
new day. Now the clinic, which delivers 
500-700 babies each year, is within 20 minutes 
flying time of Chitokoloki Hospital, with its resi-
dent surgeon, and just two flying hours away 
from Lusaka for visit ing personnel or 
provisions.  So Dipalata is finally on the bush 
strips map, and FMZ is helping to connect 
more people to the God who cares so much for 
them.


Sakeji Mission School. Sakeji Mission School 
is a Christian boarding school for grades one to 
nine, located in rural Northwest Province, Zam-
bia. The school has a rich history, since 1925, 
of providing quality education in a nurturing en-
vironment; educating, training, and caring for 
children in ways which honour God and follow 
Christian patterns of learning and living. Our 
desire is that each student will enter into a last-
ing, personal relationship with God through Je-
sus Christ, and will continue in His ways in 
every area of life.


Prayer item: for Mark and Pam Ronald, 
Sakeji School, Zambia.


They and their youngest daughter travel to 
Saskatchewan for a year, leaving Jan. 25. They 
are hoping to live together as a family during 
that time.


They are so pleased to have some new staff for 
the short term - a school nurse, a grade three 
and four teacher, and others. The regular staff 
will still have to take on extra jobs. Pray for the 
senior students that have left that sheltered en-
vironment for further schooling. Nine of them 
were recently baptized. Pray they will be pre-
served. There is a REAL need for a kitchen 
caterer, dorm parents, and teachers.


The staff and Sr. students have been reaching 
out to other local schools with painting, patch-
ing walls and floors, and securing the buildings. 
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Kayombo Secondary School.  Kayombo is  a 
small village “in the boonies” by the Angolan 
border. It opened in Jan. 2015. It is  full board-
ing with 107 students in residence. In the last 
set of national exams in 2019, the School had a 
100% pass rate! Their high standards and con-
sistent teaching of Scriptures is being recog-
nized throughout in the country. Pray with us 
that the believers who are labouring there will 
be encouraged in seeing more students come 
to faith in our Lord and Saviour. 

Kabompo, NWP, Zambia                                     
Paul and Eunice Poidevin  
We thank the Lord for the many opportunities in 
this country for gospel work. To further the 
preaching of the gospel, we have purchased 
four heavy-duty bicycles from the capital city, a 
reliable variety that we trust will be able to be 
used for many years. These are being used by 
brethren who have the Lord’s work at heart and 
are reaching out as the Lord enables them. We 
value your prayers for even more believers to 
take the great commission to heart!


Paul and Eunice Poidevin  

We are praising the Lord for encouragement at 
recent conferences that we have been privi-

leged to speak at. The dry season in Zambia is 
especially suitable for conferences, and gospel 
outreach work and this past year has been un-
usually busy for us. The Lord has blessed with 
salvation of souls in a number of venues—the 
work with high school students, at a very well 
attended conference aimed at young people 
who came with elders from their area assem-
blies, and also at a conference for English 
speaking believers in Solwezi, and amongst the 
Tonga speaking people of Southern Province.


The Solwezi conference was held at the Eng-
lish-speaking assembly, where many of the 
young people from our area are in fellowship 
when they go there for schooling, as Solwezi is 
the provincial capital of Northwestern province. 
It was good to see many young believers and 
others that we have known for years. It is en-
couraging to hear how they are going on in the 
things of God. One man explained that it was 
over thirty years ago that he was saved at a 
gospel meeting when I was speaking. We can 
only thank the Lord for using His Word.  The 
conference was for believers, with my fellow 
speaker concentrating on indications that we 
are in the end times. I was speaking on princi-
ples for gathering as an assembly. God blessed 
the gospel meeting with one young person 
trusting the Lord.


The conference in Southern province was our 
first time to be invited to that area. It is a three 
day drive from where we live. Many understand 
Luvale, so we explained some concepts in Lu-
vale as well as English, but all the messages 
were interpreted into Tonga, the language of 
that province. We thank the Lord for good inter-
est in the ministry of God’s Word, and even 
blessing in salvation at the gospel meeting. We 
had been using the Two Roads chart, and are 
thankful that a young person learned he was on 
the broad road to destruction and put his trust 
in the Saviour.


Pray as well for the continued translation work. 
The New Testament, which is now in print, has 
been well received throughout the Luvale 
speaking world. It has generated a lot of enthu-
siasm for the translation work, and prayer for 
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continued progress. At the end of the month, 
we hold our fourth translation session this year
—once again for four weeks. We are working 
our way through the Old Testament now. The 
draft of the book of Numbers was completed, 
and 350 copies printed and stapled together 
for distribution at the end of our session to-
gether in July. We are now partway through 
Deuteronomy, and Lord willing, finish the draft 
translation of that book in October. The transla-
tion is a combined effort—seeking to make the 
foundation truths clear and not miss a word, 
thought or concept in the text, and then includ-
ing the wider group of Luvale speaking believ-
ers in checking the draft translations. When 
they reply to us with questions, suggestions, 
and corrections, we note these and discuss 
them together as a team as we finalize the 
translation of that particular book.





Be Fervent in Prayer! 

Luau, Angola                               
Joel and Kaleigh Griffin 

“...let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus…”                  Hebrews 12:1b - 2a 

Since returning to Luau in July, the Lord 
has certainly granted us help. The trip 
went smoothly, and we found every-
thing in excellent order upon arriving. 
We were able to get our A/C unit in-
stalled, as well as an antenna that has 
made a noticeable improvement to our 
internet and cellular services in the 
house. The girls are well and are about one 
month into Grade 3, Grade 2, and Kindergarten  
under   Kaleigh’s   tutelage.


Kaleigh has been helping a little boy with se-
verely infected shins, and we are thankful for 
excellent progress. The poor lad had the condi-
tion for two years without respite. Please pray 
with us that the stubborn infection in Mucaso’s 
shins will not return and that this healing will be 
a testimony to God’s love and power before his 
parents, who are not yet saved. Recently,  

Mucaso’s parents have been attending some of 
the Gospel meetings.


We are still praying for our carpenter friend, 
Francisco Saúde, and his wife, that they would 
receive Christ. Their children are regular atten-
dees of the youth and children’s meetings and 
the regular Gospel meeting. Please pray with 
us for a mighty work of the Holy Spirit in their 
lives and for genuine conversion for the glory of 
God.


I have started preparing the lessons for the 
children in the Chokwe language. An elderly 
Christian man helps me transcribe the lesson to 
Chokwe from Portuguese. A younger Christian 
man helps me practice the pronunciation and 
presentation of the lesson, and then during the 
meeting, I read the lesson to the kids with as 
much expression as I can muster! The kids an-
swer the quiz questions quite well, so the mes-
sage must be getting across by some miracle!


Joel and Kaleigh Griffin and girls 

The four home Bible studies currently held on 
Thursday mornings and afternoons are running 
with good attendance, and we are thankful for 
evident hunger for the Scriptures. One new 
student received William Macdonald’s “In the 
World but not of the World” as a gift, and had it 
fully read and annotated by the next Thursday 
afternoon in addition to all his other Bible study 
homework! May he be preserved to become a 
teacher of the Lord’s people. Recently the 
house and yard have been crammed with way 
over 100 young people at the weekly youth out-
reach event. We pray for God’s work in hearts! 
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After Saturdays and Sundays, we are exhaust-
ed but supremely thankful for the sacred trust 
of speaking the Gospel to many. Several chil-
dren and young people have professed to be 
saved over the last couple of months. Praise 
the Lord!


Last week was a special province-wide Bible 
conference for ladies, held in a mango grove a 
few kilometers from our home. On Sunday, we 
had the responsibility of preaching the Gospel 
to the audience of over 1500 people. Saúde’s 
wife attended along with her daughter, and to 
our knowledge, this is the first time she has at-
tended a Gospel meeting. During the week, 
many of the sisters took advantage of the book 
and Bible sales as well as the opportunity to 
purchase reading glasses. The Christians fre-
quently express their thankfulness for the avail-
ability of the literature and the reasonableness 
of the prices.


Camundambala, ANGOLA 
Brian and Debbie Howden 

Camundambala Assembly

Brian & Debbie Howden 

With so many things going on, it is easy to lose 
focus that the whole purpose of our presence 
in Angola is to preach the Gospel and teach the 

Scriptures. It's always good to start by 
recording how the Lord is at work locally.


We would value prayer for two young men in 
the assembly who have been a wonderful 
encouragement to us. Filipe and Bigel have 
been in bible class for five years now and are 
like sponges, soaking up Bible truth. They  have 
a real heart to study the Scriptures and to teach 
others. We are thankful to the Lord for what He 
is doing in their lives.


It's the first time that we have worked with 
second-generation believers - both their fathers 
were in our first Bible classes in the late 90’s -
 and it's wonderful to see these two young men 
are proving to be a real blessing to the 
assembly. Their influence and example 
amongst the many young people we have is 
noticeable. They are both recently married, so 
please pray that the Lord will preserve them 
and continue to use them for His glory.

The consecutive Bible studies continue every 
week.  I am responsible for five groups,  and 
there are three other groups led by local 
brothers.  In  total, there are approximately 80 
believers receiving weekly bible teaching, 
besides what they receive in the local assembly 
gatherings. It is remarkable to see how those 
that are genuinely saved respond to Bible 
truths;  there is an immediate response as the 
seed falls into good ground. We have had our 
disappointments - some aren't progressing as 
well as hoped, and several have dropped away. 
One young man, who dropped out of bible 
class 4 years ago, recently came to see me and 
said that he realizes that he went wrong and 
can see that those who kept studying the 
Scriptures have grown spiritually so that he 
feels left behind. He has since rejoined us and 
is starting to get his priorities straight in his life, 
which is encouraging. His name is Chiseque 
Pedro.


In December, we had a week's teaching, 
morning and afternoon, for young people in the 
assembly who are engaged or anticipating 
marriage. The studies were a revelation to them 
as we covered areas such as roles, finances, 
responsibilities, and behaviour. It was touching 

                                                                           horizonsmissionarymagazine.com           8

http://horizonsmissionarymagazine.com


to receive messages of thanks from a number 
of them after the studies were concluded.


Day to day

Life is always full and varied, with maintenance 
work on the various properties, ongoing repairs 
to leper houses, overseeing the logistics of the 
primary school, and maintenance and repairs of 
the Land Rovers and generators. We are so 
thankful that we have a team of young men 
who work with us daily and who take a lot of 
the responsibilities off our shoulders for the 
hands-on work. It provides regular employment 
for six young men, and at times many others 
are called in when required. The Emmaus and 
printing work continues to function well, this 
requires only minimal supervision, and we are 
very grateful for the three believers that handle 
this work so effectively day today.


Debbie is frequently called upon to treat the 
many ailments that afflict  people's lives, and 
we are indebted to Sam at Buila for his 
patience and help over WhatsApp when 
something difficult crops up. Every week 
numerous folk are helped for the treatment of 
malaria alongside other ailments and infections 
on the veranda of our home.


Politically,  things are calm,  but people are 
becoming poorer. It is gett ing almost 
reminiscent of war times. Rice has more than 
tripled in price in a month, and prices are 
soaring everywhere. During the war years, the 
World Food Programme sent in food for the 
people, and doctors and nurses with 
medicines. Now there is a shortage of all of 
these things, and the people are in desperate 
need. We try to do what we can locally with the 
widows and very poor, but it's easy to feel 
swamped. Sometimes we need to be 
emotionally switched off, but  the Lord was 
never like that - He was constantly moved with 
compassion as He saw the multitudes.


One of the young men from the Assembly 
wanted work, so we organized for him to spend 
a year with a welder in town as an apprentice. 
He has now learned how to weld, so we were 
able to provide him with a generator/welding 
machine and tools to help him start earning for 

himself. He now does the welding repairs we 
have on the mission station. So there are ways 
to help folk earn a living and when we can we 
do a bit to help in this way.


Points for Prayer:


• Please pray for the Lord’s continued 
b l e s s i n g o n t h e a s s e m b l y a t 
Camundambala.


• Pray for Filipe and Bigel, that they will 
keep walking with the Lord.


• Pray for the spread of the Gospel in the 
village of Camundambala.


• Pray for the weekly Bible study groups 
and continued growth and development.


• Pray for daily health and strength for 
ourselves and those who work closely 
with us.


• Pray that we might have the wisdom to 
see and meet real needs.


We anticipate returning to Angola on 
Thursday, February 6th, DV. Phil Ramsey from 
Helions Bumpstead and Matt Coe from Bury St 
Edmunds have received their visas, and we are 
looking forward to travelling back to Angola 
with them and enjoying their help in practical 
work and fellowship for two weeks. Please 
remember their wives and families who remain 
at home.  We are deeply grateful for the 
sacrifices that they are prepared to make for 
the work in Angola. It is good for transparency 
and accountability that visitors come and see 
for themselves, so we are looking forward to 
their visit. Two trustees from the Angolan 
Literature Fund are planning to visit us in April, 
so that will be good too.


Its been wonderful spending precious times 
with the family over the recent weeks, little 
Zachary has grown and now it's time to say 
goodbye to the family again. We plan to revisit  
the UK again for a month in August DV, and 
although our hearts and lives are with the work 
the Lord has entrusted us to do in Angola, it is 
always such a wrench leaving loved ones 
behind. We miss them terribly while away.


 —————

 Go therefore and make disciples  
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Supplies

You may have heard that changes are 
happening at Medical Missionary News. We 
would value prayer as to how we should react 
to this, as every aspect of our service for the 
Lord depends very much on the supplies that 
we get from the UK and Brazil. We have done 
our utmost to source supplies within Angola, 
but are hampered by infrequent supplies, high 
costs, poor quality, and significant time wasted 
on searching in Luanda for things which are not 
available. Portuguese Bibles are almost 
impossible to find in the capital.


Good stewardship of funds entrusted to us 
demands that we buy good quality products at 
reasonable prices. Even with transport and 
import costs, it is still better to buy in the UK 
and ship in containers (we usually receive 3 per 
year).  Some people also  kindly send us new 
clothing, supplies for the Primary School, and 
toiletries for the needy. Please be aware that 
MMN will not be receiving goods after the 31st 
March at the Wickford warehouse. At the time 
of writing, we are not able to give you the new 
MMN address to which small boxes should be 
sent to. We will provide this as soon as we 
know. There will be another warehouse for 
larger bulky items, and it is from this warehouse 
that a secular company will load and ship the 
container for Angola. This is the situation short 
to medium term, and we would value much 
prayer that every aspect of our service for the 
Lord will be able to continue unhindered.


Young people in the assembly 

Literature work

We are looking forward to receiving almost 
2000 Portuguese Scofield study bibles from 
Brazil very shortly, we know these will be 
snapped up eagerly as all study bibles are. We 
are anticipating 8000 texts, only Portuguese 
Bibles, too, which will be wonderful to have. 
Angola is hungry for the Scriptures, and in a 
year, we have moved 14,000 Portuguese Bibles 
besides the constant requirement for Chokwe 
Bibles. We never seem to have enough Bibles 
to meet the demand, but it is a good problem 
to have! Nevertheless, we are profoundly 
grateful for the Angolan Literature Fund that 
provides these Bibles and other literature for 
which so many folks are delighted to have 
available.


NICARAGUA 
Tony and Danelle Flett 

Tony and Danelle Flett, and family 

Craig Saword, along with his sons Dan and 
Jeff, paid a long-awaited visit to Nicaragua at 
the end of October.   I joined him in a week of 
gospel meetings in Managua, followed by Craig 
and Jeff preaching a few nights in Dolores.  
With Christians and unsaved coming from most 
of the outreaches in this area of the country, on 
the final night, there were over 200 in atten-
dance. Throughout the series, several pro-
fessed Christ as their Savior. To Him be all the 
glory!   Craig also gave some excellent and 
emotional ministry on knowing the Lord’s will in 
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a Christian’s life, even in the most difficult of 
circumstances.

 

In mid-November, Dolores welcomed about 
100 Christians from across the country to in- 
depth Bible studies on the book of Romans 
with Brother Carl Knott from Spain.   These 
nearly annual studies have had several bene-
fits, including increasing fellowship between 
believers in different areas; high caliber teach-
ing which is not always available, especially in 
some smaller assemblies; inspiration and in-
struction into digging deeper into the Scriptures 
for personal devotion; and better equipping 
teachers to communicate to others.

 

On December 1, we had the year-end program 
for the Sunday school focusing on the great I 
Am, and it was a pleasure to host the families 
of children who attend classes.   Although we 
have fewer students overall than in past years, 
the teen group has grown and has shown a lot 
of enthusiasm for their class.

 

Dolores recently had to say good-bye to one of 
our young sisters who married a missionary 
from Honduras.   You might remember Oscar 
and Eveling in your prayers as they have just 
moved to the northern part of the country and 
will be serving the Lord in Jalapa.  On a sadder 
note, we are also missing a couple since the 
husband was operated on for a malignant brain 
tumour in October.   The Christians have been 
praying faithfully and have visited individually or 
in a group to sing hymns, especially “It Is Well 
with My Soul,” which is one of Francisco’s 
favourites, but our faithful brother is fading from 
us.  Please pray for Francisco and Anabelle, as 
well as their children and grandchildren, some 
of whom are saved and some of whom are still 
seeking.  


I had some things to attend to in Washington, 
so we’re taking advantage of Craig’s break 
from classes to take a trip up and spend 
Christmas and New Years with family, some-
thing we haven’t done in ten years.   Upon our 
return, we will be preparing for a group from 
TeamWorkers Canada who will be helping with 
further  improvements  on the camp property in 


the northern part of the country.  Also, we value 
your prayers for a peaceful and just resolution 
to the continued socio-political strife and eco-
nomic problems that the country is facing.


 


Cancun, MEXICO 
Timothy and Amy Turkington  

By the grace of God, an assembly was planted 
here in Cancun on Sunday, the 19th of January. 
The believers here gathered along with some 
visitors to break bread for the first time. It was a 
long-awaited and special moment in the Lord’s 
work in this city. It was so lovely to hear these 
believers get up and worship for the first time. 
After the Breaking of Bread, David Cadenas 
shared a word of ministry. After some coffee 
and snacks, we all gathered again to hear a 
word of ministry from brother John Nesbitt and 
Shad Kember. A summary of the work was also 
shared. That night brother Kember and Nesbitt 
shared in the preaching of the gospel.





Joseph & Maria,  Aura, Eleonor Mosquera,       
Cadenas Family, Shad Kember, John Nesbitt  
and the Turkington Family.  

It has been a privilege for us to watch the Lord 
blessing in the salvation of different ones here 
in Cancun over the last number of years. We 
appreciate the prayers of many of the Lord’s 
people and the help of different workers who 
have come to help. We rejoice in what the Lord 
has done. It brings a lot of joy to see a testimo-
ny being planted for His glory and, at the same 
time,  a  reminder  that  it’s “the church of God.” 
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Part of the group that attended the first breaking 
of bread on January 19, 2020 

which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 
20: 28). We appreciate your continued prayers 
for the assembly, for its spiritual preservation, 
growth and testimony.

 
During the weeks prior, we had a visit from 
Shad Kember, who helped us with ministry vis-
its and with the many interviews of different 
ones who had expressed a desire to be part of 
the assembly. Shad Kember, David Cadenas, 
and I enjoyed the Lord’s guidance and help in 
these activities leading up to the assembly for-
mation. We have started as a group of 27 be-
lievers: 5 couples, 12 sisters, one brother, and  
two missionary couples.  We keep praying the 
Lord will help this assembly to continue with 
the furtherance of the gospel in this city.


The work of the Lord in RUSSIA  
Dave and Elizabeth Richards 

Jesse Fitch of Council Bluffs commenced the 
work of the Lord in Russia, in which brethren 
from North America have been involved since 
1991. As a result of an invitation, he visited   
Tobolsk in Siberia. Since then, some brethren 
from North America and the UK have been in-
volved in the work in Russia. Some of these 
have since gone home to glory, others have 
been prevented by sickness, and yet others are 
now engaged in the work in Ukraine. The only 
ones that I know of presently spending time in 


Russia are Jesse Fitch, Sabrina Booth, and to a 
lesser degree, myself.


There are two assemblies in St. Petersburg, and 
one each in Severouralsk and Volchansk in the 
Ural Mountains region (although presently these 
are meeting together as a result of problems). 
One in Kaskara, near Tyumen in southern 
Siberia, one in Tobolsk in central Siberia and 
one in Surgut in Northern Siberia.


Jesse Fitch works mostly with the assemblies 
in Siberia, and Sabrina works  in St. Petersburg.

I have been going to Russia since 1997. I was 
first invited to go with George Osachoff to 
Surgut. Then in 1998, I had two trips to Russia 
with Louis Smith (now with the Lord). We trav-
eled to the Ural Mountains and later to Siberia 
(Kaskara and Surgut). Then for five years, I 
worked in Yekaterinburg, sometimes spending 
about nine months in the area. Elizabeth was 
with me for the last four of those years.


In November 2004, Elizabeth and I moved from 
Yekaterinburg to St. Petersburg, where we 
worked  for  three years.  Sabrina Booth arrived 

at the beginning of 2005, commended by the 
assembly in Arnstein ON.  I commenced teach-

ing meetings with the saints in the larger of the 
two assemblies and quickly got involved in 
work with “Street Kids,” both in the city and for 
a while in a village called Fyodorovskoye. Since 
2008, as a result of a change of law in Russia, 
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and spinal problems (now history) I have only 
been able to spend short periods in the coun-
try, by law, a maximum of 90 days in and 90 out 
of the country. Elizabeth no longer comes with 
me. My work consists of preaching the gospel 
on Lord’s Days, working with Sabrina in her 
English classes on Mondays, teaching the 
saints on Wednesdays, and whatever other op-
portunities arise. Generally, one of the brethren 
interprets for me. For a few years, I was able to 
return to the Ural Mountains for a couple of 
weeks at a time. But that door, at least for the 
present, is closed. I usually travel to Russia 
twice a year for about six weeks at a time. I will 
not be able to go this Spring as I am awaiting 
knee surgery. But I plan to return, God willing, 
probably in October.


Sabrina keeps herself very busy. She has a 
Sunday School class, visits an orphanage, and 
has numerous English classes for children and 
adults. The Bible forms the basis of her teach-
ing. She has seen a number saved, at least two 
of which are presently in the assembly. She is a 
very dedicated worker. She now has a residen-
cy in Russia. I don’t know of any other worker 
who has ever had this.


Some of the saints in Volchansk, Russia 

Lutsk, Ukraine.                                
Timothy and Rhoda Sloan 

Over the past 12 months they have translated, 
proofread, designed and printed 60,000 tracts 
plus S. S. invitations, yearly Bible reading plans, 
a 12 page calendar and brochures for confer-
ences and camps!! The believers are encour-
aged in tract distribution.


The billboard is changed monthly and very ef-
fective in advertising meetings or showing a 
short gospel message.


_____________________________________ 
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LATE
HORIZONS
NEWS:
Pasaquina, EL SALVADOR 

Johnny and Mabel Marin                           
johnnymarin2011@gmail.com 

We were very thankful to be able to spend 
Christmas in El Salvador with Mabel's family. 
While there, we are always presented with the 
opportunity to help out in the gospel one way 
or another.




As well as being there for Christmas, we spent 
an extra couple of weeks so that we could help 
out with the annual seed sowers that take place 
in El Salvador. This year it was in a place called 
Pasaquina, a small town very close to where 
my in-laws live on the eastern side of the coun-
try. It was a great week of seed sowing, kid's 
Bible classes, gospel meetings, and fellowship. 
Many people came to help from other coun-
tries. There was an excellent attendance and a 
few souls who came to Christ.
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Tirana, ALBANIA 
Enris and Sylvia Nase            
enris.nase@gmail.com   

On 26th November, Albania was struck by an 
earthquake of 6.4 magnitudes on the Richter 
Scale. It is the strongest to have hit the country 
in 40 years and the deadliest in over 100 years. 
The situation is disastrous. Over 50 people 
were killed and more than 2,000 injured, with 
9,000 displaced from their homes. The cities of 
Durres and Thumane are most affected. Believ-
ers from our assembly traveled to Durres, 
where we fed about 300 people. Pray for the 
physical and spiritual needs of Albania.


We are still dealing with the aftermath of the 
earthquake that struck at the end of November 
2019. Many towns are affected, but thankfully 
no believers were killed as far as we know. One 
wall in Durres was severely damaged, but you 
could still read the Word of God painted on it, 
which  stated,  ‘I  have loved  you with an ever-


Bible teaching and literature work 

lasting love.’ We had a stall at the National 
Bookfair in Tirana, where 100,000 people visit 
over five days. Young people from the assembly 
helped out, and it was good to see them shar-
ing the Gospel with visitors. Please pray for the 
literature distributed.
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